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Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) .
Data collection: CrysAlis CCD (Oxford Diffraction, 2007 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis RED (Oxford Diffraction, 2007) ; data reduction: CrysAlis RED; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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Comment
In the present work, the structure of N- (3,5-dichlorophenyl) -benzamide (N35DCPBA) has been determined to explore the effect of substituents on the solid state geometries of benzanilides (Gowda et al., 2003 (Gowda et al., , 2007 (Gowda et al., , 2008a (Gowda et al., , 2008b . The conformation of the H-N-C=O unit in is trans (Fig. 1) , similar to that observed in N-(3-chlorophenyl)-benzamide (Gowda et al., 2008a), N-(2,3-dichlorophenyl)-benzamide and N-(3,4-dichlorophenyl) -benzamide (Gowda et al., 2007), N-(2,4-dichlorophenyl)-benzamide and N-(2,6-dichlorophenyl) -benzamide (Gowda et al., 2008b) . The amide group -NHCO-makes the dihedral angles of 14.3 (8)° and 44.4 (4)° with the benzoyl and aniline rings, respectively, while the benzoyl and aniline rings form the dihedral angle of 58.3 (1)°). Part of the crystal structure of the title compound with infinite molecular chains running along the c axis is shown in Fig. 2 . The chains are generated by N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1 )
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to the literature method (Gowda et al., 2003) . The purity of the compound was checked by determining its melting point. It was characterized by recording its infrared and NMR spectra. Single crystals of the title compound were obtained from an ethanolic solution and used for X-ray diffraction studies at room temperature.
Refinement
The H atoms were located in a difference map, and their positional parameters were refined freely with U(H) set to 1.2U eq of the parent atom. Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atom labeling scheme. The displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radii. 
